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And many an error by the fame example. 

Will rufli into the ftate: It cannot be. 

lew. A Daniel come to Judgement, yea a Daniel. 

Q wife young Iudge, how do I honourthee, 

Par. I pray you let me looke vpon the bond. 

If** Hcere ’tis molt reueiend Do61or,heerc itis. 
Per. Shylocke, there’s thrice thy monie offered thee. 
Shy. An oath, an oath, I haue an oath in heauen: 
Shall 1 lay periurie vpon my foulc ? 

No not for Venice. 

Per, Why this bond is forfeit, 

And lawfully by this the lew may claime 
A pound offlefh, to be by him cut off 
Ncercft the Merchants heart; be mercifull, 

Takc thrice thy money, bid me teare the bond. 

levr. When it is paid according to the tenure. 

It doth appeare you are a worthy Judge: 

you know the Law, your expofition 

Hath beenc moft found. I charge you by the Law, 

Whereof you are a well-defcruing pillar, 

Proceede to judgement: By my foule I fweare. 

There is no power in the tongue of man 
To alter me: I ftay heere on my bond. 

An. Moft heartily I do befccch the Court 
To giue the iudgement. 

Per. Why then thus it is : 
you niuft prepare your bofome for his knife. ' 
lew. O nobl* Iudge, O excellent yong man. 

Poe. For the intent and purpofe of the Law 
Hath full relation to the pcnaltic, 

Which heere appearcth due vpon the bond. 

lew. ’Tis verie true : O wife and vpright Judge, 
How much more elder art thou then thy lookes ? 

Por. Therefore lay bare your bol’omc. 
lew. Ijhisbreft, 

Sofayes the bond, doth it not noble Judge? 

Ncercft his heart, thofeare the very words. 

Per. It is, fo: Are there ballancc heere to weigh the 
flefh? 

lew. I haue them ready. 

Per. Haue by-fomc Surgeon Shylochjni your charge 
To flop his wounds, lcaft he fhould blcedc to death. 
lew. It is not nominated in the bond ? 

Por. It is not fo expreft: but what of that ? 

’Twere good you do fo much for charitie. 
lew. I cannot findc it,’tis not in the bond. 

Par. Come Merchant, haue you any thing to fay i 
Ant. But little i I am arm’d and well prepar’d. 

Giue me your hand Baffanio , fare you well. 

Grecue not that! am falne to this for you: 

For heerein fortune fliewes her felfe more kinde 
Then is her cuflome. It is (fill her vfc 
To let the wretched man out-liue his wealth. 

To view with hollow eye, and wrinkled brow 
An age ofpouerty. From which lingring penance 
Of fueh miferie, doth (lie cut me off: 

Commend me to your honourable Wife, 

Tell her the proceffe of Anthonio s end : 

Say how I lou’d you; fpeake me faire in death : 

And when the.tale is told, bid her bciudge, 

Whether BaJfaniohzA not once a Louc: 

Repent not you that you fhall loofc your friend. 

And he repents not that he payes your debt. 

For if the lew do cut but deepe enough, 
lie pay it inftantly, with all my heart; 

Baf. Anthonie, I am married to a wife. 


. Which is as decre to me as life it felfe. 

But life it fclfe,my wife,and all the world* c, 5 
Are not with me efleem’d aboue thy life. 

1 would loofc all, I facrifice them all 
Heere to this deuiil, to deliuer you. 

Por. Your wife-Would giue you little thanks forth 

If (lie were by to heare you make the offer. 

Gra. I haue a wife whom I proteft I loue, 

I would (be were in heauen, fo fhe could 
Intreat fome power to change this currifti lew. 

Net. ’Tis well you offer it behinde hcrbacke 
The wifh would make elfe an vnquiethoufe. ’ r 
/fjv.Thefe be theChriftian husbands:Ihaueada» h 

Would any of the ftocke otBarrabas % ' 

Had beene her husband,rather then a Chriftian, 

We trifle time, I pray thee purfue fentencc. ' 

Per. A pound of that fame marchants flefh is thi ne 
The Court awards it,and the law doth giue it. ’ 
lew. MoftrightfullJudge. 

Tor. And you muft cut this flefh from off hisbreaft 
The Law allowes it,and the Court awards it. 
lew. Mofl learned Iudge,a fentence,come prepare 
per. Tarry alittlc,thcreisfomethingeIfe, 

This bond doth giue thee hecreno iot ofbloud 
The words exprefly are a pound of flefh: 

Then take thy bond,take thou thy pound of flefh 
But in the cutting it, ifthou doft (Tied 
One drop of Chriftian bioud,thy landsand goods 
Are by the I awes of Venice cotififcare 
Vnto the ftate of Venice. 

<Jra. O vpright Iudge, 

Markc Iew,o learned Iudge. 

Shy. Is that the law? 

Par. Thy felfe (halt fee the A<fl : 

For as thou vrgeft iuftice, be affur’d 

Thou fhalt haue iuftice more then thoudefireft. 

Gra. O learned Iudge,mark lcw,a learned Iudge. 
lew. I take this offer then,pay the bond thrice, 

And let the Chriftian goe. 

"Bajf. Heere is the money, 

Por. Soft,the lew fhall haue all iuftice,foft,no hafte, 
He (hall haue nothing but the penalty. 

Gra. O lew,an vpright Tudge,a learned Iudge. 

Por. Therefore prepare thee to cut off the flefh, 
Shed thou no bloud,«ior cut thou leffe nor more 
But iuft a pound of flefli: if thou tak’ft more 
Or leffe then a iuft pound, beit fo much 
As makes it light or hcauy in thefubftance, 

Or the deuifion of the twentieth part 
Of one poore fcruple, nay if the fcale doc turtle 
But in the eftimation of a hayre, 

Thou dieft, and all thy goods are confiscate. 

Gra A fecond Daniel, a Daniel lew, 

Now infidcll I haue thee on the hip. 

Tor, Why doth the lew pauie,take thy forfeiture, 
Shy. Giue me my principall.and let me goe. 

Bajf. I haue it ready for thee,heere it is. 

Por. He hath refus’d,it in the open Court, 

He (hall hauemcerly iuftice and his bond. 

Gra. A Daniel ftill fay I,a fccond Daniel, 

I thankethee lew for teaching inethat word. 

Shy. Shall I not haue barely my principall ? 

Por. Thou (halt haue nothing but the forfeiture, 

To be taken fo at thy perill lew. 

Shy. Why then the Deuiil giue him good of it: 
lie ftay no longer queftion. 

por. Tarry 
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j^isenatlcd in the Lawes ofVcmce, 
rfit be ptoued againft an Alien, 
that by dire<ft,or indirca attempts 

Ucfeeke the life of any Citizen, , 

She party gainft the which he doth comriue 
£l feaze one halfe his goods.the other halfe 
Comes to the priuie coffer of the State, 

2Tthe offenders life li« «n the merc^ 

J the Duke oneiy, gainft all other vo, e. 

fn which predicament I fay thou ftandft . 

I" it appeares by manifeft proceeding. 

That indireaiy, and direCfly to, 

Sou haft contnu’d againft the rery life 

nfthe defendant; and thou haft incut d 

The danger formerly by me rehcarft. 

Lvnethetefore.and beg mercy of the Duke. 

GV4. Beg that thou mailt haucleaue to hang thy felfe. 
And yet thy wealth being forfeit to the ftate. 

Thou haft not left the value of a cord. 

Therefore thou muft be hang'd at the Oates charge. 

1 That thou flialt lee the difference of our fpirit, 

I pardon thee thy life before thou askeit: 

Forhalfethy wealth, it is Anthonio s, 

The other halfe comes to the gencrall ftate. 

Which humblencfle may driue vnto a fine. 
for. I for the ftate,not for Anthonio. 

Sh. Nay 3 take my life and all,pardon not that. 

You take my hou fe,when you do take the prop 
That doth fuftaine my houfe: you take my life 
When you doc take the mcanes whereby I liue. 
for. What mercy can you render him Anthonio} 

Gra. A halter^vtfw,nothing elfe for Gods fake. 

Ant. So pleafe my Lord the Duke, and all the Court 
To quit the fine for one halfe of his goods, 

I am content: fo he will let me haue 
Theothcr halfe in vfe, to render ic 
Vpon his death, vnto the Gentleman 
That lately ftole his daughter. 

Two things prouided more>that for this fauour 
He prcfently become a Chriftian : 

Thcother,that he doe record a gift 
Heere in the Court of all he dies poffeft 
Vnto his fonne Lorenzo, and his daughter. 

Duki He fhall doe this,or elfe 1 doe recant 
The pardon that I late pronounced heere. 

Por. Art thou contented lew? what doft thou fay? 
Shy . I am content. 

Por. Clarke,draw a deed of gift. 

Shj. I pray you giue me Ieaue to goe from hence, 

I am not well,fend the deed after me. 

And I will figneit. 

Duke. Get thee gone,but doe it# 

Gra. In chriftning thou (halt haue two godfathers, 
Had I been iudge,thou fhouldft haue had ten more. 

To bring thee to the gallowes, not to the font. Exit . 

Dh. Sir I intreat you with me home to dinner. 

Tor. I humbly doe defire your Grace of pardon, 

I muft away this night toward Padua, 

And it is mcctc I prefently fet forth. 

Duk. I am forry that your leyfurc ferues you not: 
AnthoniogtaiiRc this gentleman. 

For in my mindejou arc much bound to him. 

Exit Duke and hu traine. 

Moft worthy gentleman,! and my friend 


Haue by your wifedome beenc this day acquitted 
Of grccuous penalties, in lieu whereof. 

Three thoufand Duc3ts due vnto the lew 
We freely cope yoUr curteous paines withall. 

An* And ftand indebted oucr and aboue 
In loue and fcruicc to you euermorc. 

Por. He is well paid that is well fatisfied. 

And I deliueringyou, am fathfied. 

And therein doe account my felfe well paid, 

My minde was neuer yet more mercinarie. 

I pray you know me when we meetc againe, 

I wifh you wel!,and fo I take my leaue. 

Baff. Dearefir,of force I muft attempt you further, 
Take fome remembrance of vs as a tribute, 

Not as fee: grant me two things, I pray you 
Not to denic me, and to pardon me. 

Por . You prelTe mce farre,and therefore I will yeeld, 
Giue me your glouesjle weare them for your fake. 

And for your louc lie take this ring from you, 

Doe not draw backe your hand,ile take no more* 

And you in loue fhall not deny me this ? 

'Bajf. This ring good fir,alas it is a trifle, 

I will not fhame my felfe to giue you this. 

Por . I wil haue nothing elfe but onely this. 

And now methinkes I haue a minde to it. 

Baf There*$ more depends on this then on the valew. 
The deareft ring in Venice will I giue you, 

Andfinde it out by proclamation, 

Onely for this I pray you pardon me. 

Por . I fee fir you are hberall in offers, 

You taughtmefirft tobeg,andnow me thinkes 
You teach me how a beggar fhould be anfwer’d# 

4 Baf Good fir,this ring was giuen me by my wife, 
And when fhe put it on,fhe made me vow 
Th\t I fhould neither felfnor giue,nor lofe it. 

Por. That feuie ferues many men to faue their gifts, 
And if your wife be not a mad woman, 

And know how well I haue defenfd this ring, 

Shee would not hold out enemy for euer 

For eiuing it to me: well,peace be with you# Exeunt. 

Ant. My L.72aJfanio y lct him haue the ring, 

Let his deleruings and my louc withall 
Be valued againft your wiues commandement. 

Bajf. Goe Gratiano, run and ouer-take him , 

Giue him the ring,and bring him if thou canft 
Vnto Anthonies heufe,awayjmake hafte. Exit Grati. 
Come, you and I will thither prefently. 

And in the morning early will we both 

Flic toward Belmont , come Anthonio. Exeunt . 

Inter Portia and Nerrijfa. 

Por. Enquire the Iewes houfe out,giue him this deed. 
And let him figne it, wee’ll away to night, 

And be a day before our husbands home: 

This deed will be well welcome to Lorenzo* 

Enter Cjratiano. 

Gra . Faire fir,you are well ore-tanc : 

My L.BaJfanio vpon more aduice, 

Hath fent you heere this ring, and doth intreat 
Your company at dinner. 

Por. That cannot be; 

His ring I doe accept moft thankfully, 

And fo I pray you tell him: furthermore, 

I pray you fhew my youth old Shylockes houfe, 

Gra . That will I doe. 

Ner. Sir, I would fpeake with you: 
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